    St. Rose of Lima School
   
       1345 W. Dakota Ave.

     
      Denver, Colorado  80223

                
303-733-5806
September 2008
Dear Friends, 

We continue to be grateful for our many blessings at St. Rose of Lima School.  In July we were able to replace all the windows in the school, and it has made such a difference.  This will surely save us on utility costs.  Our new addition is a blessing and our families are well served here.  
We are writing to ask you to help us fulfill some very important needs that still exist and always will.  For any of you who have worked with the poor, you know that the economy continues to plague our families.  Though many of you may experience some negative effects, the economic situation has a far greater impact on those in need.  It is very difficult to help these families stay in Catholic schools.  They sacrifice so much to send their children here, working 2 and even 3 jobs.  Their determination is amazing.  We continue to need tuition assistance, and we also need money for our teacher wish lists.
Our mission is simple: to provide quality Catholic education, centered on attending to our students’ real needs, while developing respect, responsibility, and community.   We are successful at this because we have a parish who supports us, a staff dedicated to serving the children’s needs, and parents who make great sacrifices to send their children here.

We remain one of the poorest of the Denver Archdiocesan Catholic schools.  Over 85% of our students qualify for the free/reduced lunch program, and receive tuition aid from agencies like Seeds of Hope Catholic Trust, Economic Options for Children, Alliance for Choice in Education, and Children’s Scholarship Fund.  Another 10% of our families just miss the federal cutoffs (most by only a few hundred dollars) and therefore are ineligible for aid, though still in need.  

Each year we send this letter to ask our friends for help with tuition assistance for our families and for assistance for our teachers who make a wish list of educational items they need for their classrooms.  We try to find a sponsor for each class to help them with these items.  
Rest assured that we do solicit large donations, write grants, and sponsor fundraisers each year.  This helps, but it is never enough.  Working with the marginalized is always a challenge, and our original building is old and constantly in need of repairs. Every time we think we might get ahead, something needs fixing or replacing.  

Right now we are looking for people like you who care about Catholic education, and would like to help in a small way.  Any amount you can give would be greatly appreciated and well used.  Perhaps you have a friend or relative who might consider helping us.  If so, please share this letter with them.  

We thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  Please keep us in your prayers.  

Gratefully, 

Jeannie Courchene, Principal


Rev. Jerry Rohr, Pastor

I would like to help with a family’s tuition:
________
$300   (assists a family with $30/month for 10 months)

________
$500   (assists a family with $50/month for 10 months)

________
$3000    God has been especially good to me.  I would like to pay a     



    full year’s tuition for one child.
________
$200  I would like to sponsor a class and grant their wish list.

________
$1000  I would like to help several classes.

I would like to make a one time donation of _____________

to be used for __________________________________________

or to be used for your greatest needs________

_________
Thank you, but I already give to other causes.  Please take my name



off your list.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________



_________________________________________

Phone# ______________________________________________

Send all donations to:   St. Rose of Lima School




        1345 W. Dakota Ave. 




        Denver, CO  80223




        Phone: 303-733-5806   

We thank you for your prayers and anything you can do to help us! 

